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a weak  administration he has amused contempt.   Of
late he has come under the political creed of the Indian
National  Congress.   The rude and crude Pathan, like
the  martial Sikh, has taken  to non-violence as duck
takes  to water.   It is likely that he will work under the
influence of Khan Brothers to transmute the wild free-
dom of  the hills into ordered democracy.   The sense
of patriotism has worked its way into the Pathan mind.
They have developed a consciousness of separate political
interest.   This feeling  is strong among the tribes under
Afghan rule,   And it is shared in the  British tribal
hinterland.    Even the Pathan  of the administered area
is prepared to throw in his lot with them.   There is a
tribal republic on the Afghan Frontier*   It is an interest-
ing institution from a political point of   view*   The
border tribes have   been   left   practically   unmolested.
Unmolested in ftheir remote  glens and  fastnesses for
centuries.   The great kingdoms have made no continued
effort to control them.   The Pathans are a gifted people-
They are brave, intelligent and self-reliant.    They have a
strong   sense   of   nationalism.    They practise  a world
religion of great  renown.   Every man is a soldier ready
at any  moment of danger*   They  have ail the civic
virtues*   But they have evolved  nothing in the nature
of a central authority.   They   have   no real form of
self-government.   This  is   the   root cause of Frontier
troubles.   The stability of the system owes miich to a
disciplined family life.   It mirrors the ordered scheme of
family relations*   Every member is |a soldier and law-
giver.   There is no regular magistracy*   No leadership in
the   field*   There   is in most cases complete equality
among the tribesmen.   The tribal lands are redistributed
at intervals of thirty years.   It secures tribal cohesion*
AJbo it prevents a&7 .tribesman fiom  exploiting   his